
SUBMISSION OF ANNUAL RETURNS FOR COMPANIES AND CC’S 

An annual return is a summary of the latest information of an entity which should be received 
by CIPC (Companies and Intellectual Property Commission) at least once a year. It serves 
as a measure to confirm if an entity is still doing business or will be doing business within the 
foreseeable future. 
 
The annual return is a statutory return in terms of the Companies and Close Corporations 
Acts and therefore must be complied with. Failure to do so will result in the Registrar 
assuming that the entity is not doing business or is not intending on doing business in the 
near future.  
 
Who must submit the annual return ? 
All close corporations and companies must submit annual returns. 
 
When must the annual return be submitted? 
The annual return must be submitted during the month of the entity’s anniversary month 
(incorporation) 
 
What happens if the annual return is not submitted on time? 
If an entity fails to lodge its annual return within the prescribed period, CIPC will add 
penalties.  Further failure to lodge the return will result in deregistration of the entity. The 
final deregistration of the entity means the withdrawal of the entity’s legal status.  As it no 
longer exists it will be unable to function or transact within the economy.  The directors or 
members of the entity may be held personally liable to creditors for all outstanding liabilities.  
Lastly, all assets are forfeited to the state in terms of the common law principle and practice. 
 
Reinstatement 
If an entity has been placed in deregistration due to its failure to comply with annual returns, 
the entity may continue to lodge its annual returns while in deregistration without bringing a 
written application or objection to the Registrar.  The system will automatically take the entity 
out of deregistration and restore it back to active.  If the entity has been placed in 
deregistration due to another reason a written application or objection must be made to the 
Registrar for cancellation. 
 
If the entity has been placed in final deregistration due to failure to comply with annual 
returns, an application may be made to the Registrar who MAY restore the entity.  The 
application for the restoration of a company must be made on a letter and must indicate why 
annual returns were not lodged and provide reasons as to why it must be restored. The 
application must be accompanied by: 

• Letters from National Treasury and Public Works indicating that they do not object to 
the restoration of the entity. 

• Notification of restoration application to the Registrar on a local newspaper within the 
area where business or property is situated. 

• Proof of payment of the prescribed restoration fee of R150.00 

• Intention to lodge all outstanding annual returns and other statutory returns in order 
to update the information of the entity once restored. 

• For the restoration of a close corporation the application must be made on a CK3 
accompanied by all required supporting documents. 


